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WASHINGTON, July 5 — Pat week for a 10-day trip and has 


M. Holt, chief of staff of the 
Senate Foreign Relations Com- 
mittee, is in Cuba and is ex- 
pected to confer with Premier 
Fidel Castro, according to 
sources in Havana. 

As far as is known, this 
would be the first meeting be- 
tween an American of Mr. 
Holt’s rank and the Cuban lead 
ership since relations with Ha- 
vana were broken by Washing- 
ton in January, 1961. Private 
contacts between American and 
Cuban diplomats have taken 
place at the United Nations. . 

_ Mr. Castro isaid Tuesday 
night that he was 'prepared to 
receive Mr. Holt, a LStin- 
American affairs specialist of 
long standing. 

The Nixon Administration 
maintains that its policy of 
opposing the Castro leadership 
is unchanged, although it has 
made efforts since last year to 
reduce tensions between Ha- 
vana and Washington. 

A Small Shift 

Authorization of Mr. Holt’s 
visa to Cuba by the State De- 
partment represents a small 
shift, too, since he had been 
denied permission to visit Ha- 
vana by the Administration 
several times previously. 

Senate sources said that Mr. 
Holt was representing the Sen- 
ate Foreign Relation^ Commit- 
tee. Its chairman, Senator J. W. 
Fulbright, Democrat of Arkan- 
sas, has displayed a continuing 
interest in United States-Cuban 
relations. Last Tuesday, Mr. 
Castro said that he had been in 
correspondence with Senator 
Fulbright in connection with 
Mr. Holt’s visit. 

Mr. Holt arrived in Cuba last 


been traveling about the island 
republic since. He returned to 
Havana today from a tour of 
Oriente Province. 

Speaking to newsmen at the 
Argentine Embassy three nights 
ago when he went to sign the 
book of condolences for Juan 
Domingo Peron, the late Ar- 
gentine leader, Mr. Castro said 
he would be willing to meet 
not only Mr. Holt but also Sec- 
retary of State Kissinger. 

“I believe that Kissinger is 
not a negative figure in United 
States foreign policy,” he was 
quoted as saying. “He is a real- 
istic man.” But the Cuban 
leader added that he could not 
confer with Mr. Kissinger until 
the 12-year-old United States 
economic embargo against Cuba 
was ‘‘unconditionally lifted.” 

United States officials con- 
cerned with Cuba said this 
appeared to represent a shift 
in Mr. Castro’s attitude, since 
as recently as 1973 he was 
saying that relations with 
Washington could not be nor- 
malized until United States 
naval forces quit their base 
at Guantanamo on the south- 
ern coast of Cuba. 

During the last year Cuba 
has overcome a large part of 
6 the political and economic 
isolation she had been sub- 
jected to in the hemisphere. 
Havana now has diplomatic 
relations with Peru, Argen- 
tina, Canada, Venezuela, 
Panama and some of the 
Caribbean states. Her eco- 
nomic relations are expand- 
ing with Argentina and Mex- 
ico. 
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